CHAPTER  XXVII
CHARACTER TRAITS
"TF IT HAS been given me to help forward a great movement,
JL Henry George once said, "it is through no merit of mine	
It is from the simple fact that, seeing a great truth I swore to
follow it	If I were to take to myself such flattering things
as have been said to me tonight my usefulness would soon be
ended"1
This little testament of modesty, so typical of George, was
delivered at a place and time—in Sydney during the Australian
tour—when his popularity was high and the adulation of crowds
knew no bounds.
His modesty was the result of a conscious discipline that he
might not become the victim of ambition. To Frances M. Milne
he wrote, "Praise is the deadliest poison that can be offered to
the human soul, and were I ever to accept it, my power would
soon be gone. What power I have comes from the fact that I
know my own weakness; and when duty lay on me have neither
feared blame nor sought praise.**2
Once, while walking with a friend, George dropped into a
postoffice where he noticed a man struggling to fill out a money
order. George offered to help him, and did. "It is not every day
that such a man can have a philosopher to write for him,*
observed George's companion as their stroll was resumed. "A
philosopher,** was the reply, "is no better than a bootblack. Such
terms are only relative to our own small affairs.**3
When speaking of the Single Tax movement he avoided the
use of the first person singular. This was not through any
affectation of humility but because it was never to him a
"George movement.** He would refer to "our cause'* or "our
work/* He even disliked to expound his philosophy to one
person, for he felt that this was imposing his personality on
another. A reporter came to him once and requested, "Mr,
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